Willie can learn from

A rebel no more | |

MARK GEYER offers
some advice for the
sport's new bad boy
Willie Mason on how to
master his demons

HE year is 10801 and I've
Just had the best football-
ing year of my life. Coming

off a EKangaroo tour, 1
played for City, In Origin and for
my country against the Kiwis
knd, of course, we won the comp.

Life was never betler, or so0 I
thought, for [ was Lo gel Lhe news
Lhat would see my lfe spiral out of
control over the next four years.

It was late Movember when then
Fenrith GE'D Daon Feltls rang me
and said: “Mark, y'nu'?n failed o
driog test."

Three davs alter my ut‘lSLI.(!LHH
ful bid for leniency — | was on the
tatl end of an eight-week suspen-
sion — and the phone started
running hol,

Every journa had found oul 1L was
me who had tested positive to
marijuana and had started the
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Gontroveﬁsy part of my career

Face-off . ..
Wally Lewls in 1991

Geyerand 3

|1 Six-match ban after high tackle on
Cusensland fullback Paul Haufl in Origin 1l in
1991 (which led to incidan, pictured laft)

'J Eight-match ban in 1992 for positive
marijuana test

1 Sacked by City in 1993 for failing to make
a medical examination on time

‘J Released by Balmain in 1994 for missing
training session

11 Suspension and injury limit Geyer to 10
matches in 1956. Banned for six-matches for
throwing a water bottle at a touch judge and
varbally threatening another touch judge

ing and reckless high tackle

charges led to 10-match ban in 1987

harrage of calls to my mum’s house.
My life as [ knew it would never be
Lhe same.
That was the tlp of the leebherg
when [t eame Lo my indiseretions.
Everything from eonstant drug
use to assault to binge drinking to

repeated suspenslons was part of
my staple diet from 1892 po 1386,
The demons 1 wrestled in my
head some nights were searier than
The Stlence of the Lambs. times 10,
1 had psychologists ey to pet a
read on what was making me tick.

a crazy dude like me

Pt SMAAL S CORMADE

I had the club pasior's try to reach
me, bul to all those who Lried Lo
Itelp me I just rebelled further.

My Hfe rcompletely torned
around when my wife Lold me I
was Lo beoome a father for the
firat time and there Was no way
she'd ever let someone like me
near our kid.

Evaryone s diiferent of course
and they can anly be helped if they
First ndmit they have o probiem,

1 tell my story today in the hope
g certain player reads this and
hopetully gets something out of it
and mayhe realises that life gives
you challenges for reasons.

It s how you overeome adversity
that methodically shapes you into
the man you will become,

Az | write this, with my four
healibsy kids, T ean't help but feel
aorry Ior Willle Mason and those
demons he is about to confromnt,

11 it ts any eonsolation he must be
made awnre the nightmare will one
day end. that i of course I he
wanks it too, and he will then leok
back on hlg earver and say, Moo [
was one put-of-control erazy dude.”

Tknow I did




